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Scope

The module is designed to offer an introduction to the critical study of 
racialisation and gender processes from a spatial perspective. The 
aim is to provide students with conceptual tools to question the 
racialised and gendered assumptions of the contemporary urban 
world. The focus will be on notions of expropriation, banishment, 
racialised assemblages and black geographical thought, feminist 
epistemologies, patriarchy, sexism, queer and trans thought and the 
role of urban planning in reproducing racist and heteronormative 
forms of urbanity.

The module requires the active involvement of students with some of 
the readings provided. To facilitate learning, moments of assisted 
focused reading will be offered throughout the first half of the module. 
All teaching materials will be made accessible through a shared online 
folder, provided to students during the first class.



Schedule

22 Sept
Intro | Racialised 

Spaces I

29 Sept
Racialised 
Spaces II | 

Guided Reading

6 Oct
Gender & Space 

I

13 Oct
Gender & Space 

II | Guided 
Reading

20 Oct
Queering Space I

27 Oct
Queering Space 

II | Guided 
Reading

3 Nov
Racial Capitalism 

I

10 Nov
Racial Capitalism 

II | Workshop

17 Nov
Universities, 

Racial Capitalism 
& the Military

24 Nov
Migrant 

Carcerality 
(guest: Giulia 

Corgnier)

1 Dec
Ordinary Cities, 

Ordinary Women 
(guest: Saanchi 

Saxena)

8 Dec
Conclusion: 

Gender & Race in 
the Italian Home



Lecture 1 - Racialised Spaces (part I)
22nd September 2026

This lecture is divided into two parts:

Part I: Module Introduction

Introduces the module, explaining its goals and structure.

Part II: Race and Space

Examines the intersection between race and space through 
key geographical thinkers, exploring how racial categories are 
not biological realities but are actively produced through 
spatial practices that organize social life — from segregation 
to environmental racism.

Main Readings:

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2022. "Abolition Geography and the Problem of Innocence." In Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation, 
225-240. London: Verso.

Hawthorne, Camilla. 2019. "Black Matters Are Spatial Matters: Black Geographies for the Twenty‐first Century." Geography Compass 
13, no. 11.

McKittrick, Katherine. 2006. Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Cartographies of Struggle. Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press. [Introduction]



Lecture 2 - Racialised Spaces (part II) | Guided reading
29th September 2026

This lecture traces developments from Black Geographies and necropolitics to contemporary forms of spatial 
resistance, revealing how race and space are mutually constitutive and how racial justice requires fundamental 
transformation of spatial arrangements rather than simply policy reform. The second half of the lecture will be dedicated 
to the guided readings suggested for this part of the module.

Main Readings:

Hartman, Saidiya. 2018. "The Anarchy of Colored Girls Assembled in a Riotous Manner." South Atlantic Quarterly 117 
(3): 465–90.

Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2016. "The Uninhabitable? In between Collapsed Yet Still Rigid Distinctions." Cultural Politics 
12(2): 135-154.



Lecture 3 - Gender and Space (part I)
6th October 2026

This lecture examines how space and gender are mutually constitutive through complex relations of power, exploring 
how spatial arrangements actively participate in constructing gendered identities while gendered relations 
simultaneously organize space in particular ways. Moving across multiple scales from the body to global political 
economies, the lecture investigates feminist geography's challenge to masculinist knowledge systems, the spatial 
organization of patriarchal relations and the question of social reproduction.

Main readings:

Cavallero, Lucí, and Verónica Gago. 2021. A Feminist Reading of Debt. London: Pluto Press. [Introduction]

Haraway, Donna J. 1988. "Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial 
Perspective." Feminist Studies 14 (3): 575-599.

Nelson, Lise, and Joni Seager. 2005. A Companion to Feminist Geography. Oxford: Blackwell. [Introduction]

Tanyildiz, Gökbörü Sarp, et al. 2024. "Rethinking Social Reproduction and the Urban." In A Feminist Urban Theory For 
Our Time, 19-45. New York: Wiley.



Lecture 4 - Gender and Space (part II) | Guided reading
13th October 2026

This lecture deepens questions around the public/private divide, intersectionality, and its history in the Black radical 
feminist tradition and post-colonial critique. The second half is dedicated to guided readings.

Main readings:

Nash, Jennifer C. 2019. Black Feminism Reimagined: After Intersectionality. Duke University Press. [Introduction]

Zaragocin, Sofia, and Martina Angela Caretta. 2020. "Cuerpo-territorio: A Decolonial Feminist Geographical Method 
for the Study of Embodiment." Annals of the AAG 111 (5): 1503–1518.



Lecture 5 - Queering Space (part I)
20th October 2026

This lecture explores contemporary queer geography as a field characterized by productive tensions between theoretical 
sophistication and material intervention, examining how the spatial organization of sexuality and gender extends beyond 
simple mapping of "queer spaces" to understanding the complex relationships between cisnormativity, embodiment, 
and spatial power relations. The discussion encompasses key theoretical frameworks including Sara Ahmed's work on 
orientation and phenomenology and Lauren Berlant's analysis of desire and spatial politics. The concluding part of the 
lecture will focus on the field of trans geographies.

Preparatory Reading

Ahmed, S. (2006). Queer Phenomenology: Orientations, Objects, Others. Duke University Press. [Introduction]

Nash, Catherine J. 2010. 'Trans Geographies, Embodiment and Experience'. Gender, Place & Culture 17 (5): 579–95.

Rosenberg, Rae, and Natalie Oswin. 2015. 'Trans Embodiment in Carceral Space: Hypermasculinity and the US Prison 
Industrial Complex'. Gender, Place & Culture 22 (9): 1269–86.

Whitley, Sa. 2022. 'We Call Them Bandos'. TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly 9 (2): 266–88.



Lecture 6 - Queering Space (part II) | Guided Reading
27th October 2026

This lecture continues to explore the field of trans geographies, with a particular focus on digital trans geographies. It 
then expands on the intersection between queer thinking and homing, including a focus on queer homelessness. Finally, 
the lecture addresses ongoing tensions between feminist and queer geographical approaches in both academic and 
activist contexts. The second half of the lecture will be dedicated to guided readings suggested for this part of the 
module.

Main readings to be read in advance of the lecture:

Bryant, Jason. 2015. "The Meaning of Queer Home: Between Metaphor and Material." Home Cultures 12 (3): 261–289.

Gieseking, Jack Jen. 2023. 'Reflections on a Cis Discipline'. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 41 (4): 
571–91.



Lecture 7 - On Racial Capitalism (part I)
3rd November 2026

This lecture examines racial capitalism as a foundational framework for understanding how capitalism and racism developed 
as mutually constitutive systems, tracing the concept from Cedric Robinson's intervention to contemporary manifestations in 
urban policing, border regimes, and carceral expansion. Drawing on critical geography and the Black radical tradition, the 
lecture explores how racial capitalism operates through spatial technologies of partition and dispossession while highlighting 
resistance movements—including abolition geography—that imagine and enact alternatives to these violent arrangements.

Main readings to be read in advance of the lecture:

Davis, Angela Y. 1994. "Report from Harlem." In The Meaning of Freedom, 17-27. San Francisco: City Lights Books.

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2022. "Race and Globalization." In Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation. London: Verso.

Porter, Libby. 2022. "Racial Violence Is Woven into the Fabric of Our Cities." International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research, Spotlight on Racial Capitalism.

Roy, Ananya. 2019. "Racial Banishment." In Keywords in Radical Geography: Antipode at 50, 227-230. Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell.



Lecture 8 - On Racial Capitalism (part II) | Workshop
10th November 2026

In this lecture students will be invited to watch three videos featuring prominent scholars of racial capitalism and space: 
Angela Davis, Ruth Wilson Gilmore and Robin D. G. Kelley. A workshop-based conversation on the methodologies of 
thinking with and through racial capitalism will then follow.

Video References:

Angela Davis: We Can't 
Eradicate Racism without 
Eradicating Racial 
Capitalism

Democracy Now! 2020.

Watch on YouTube

Geographies of Racial 
Capitalism with Ruth 
Wilson Gilmore

antipodeonline. 2020. An 
Antipode Foundation Film.

Watch on YouTube

Robin D. G. Kelley: What Is 
Racial Capitalism and Why 
Does It Matter?

Simpson Center. 2017.

Watch on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhh3CMkngkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CS627aKrJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REo_gHIpvJc


Lecture 9 - Universities and Racial Capitalism: Frontex and 
the Military
17th November 2026

The lecture unpacks some of the themes explored previously in the course — particularly on racism, coloniality and 
racial capitalism — by tackling the role of Academia in their reproduction. In particular, the lecture examines the 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) in its racial capitalist operations across the EU, centering its 
connections to academic institutions and military actors.

Main readings:

Akkerman, Mark. 2026. Border Labs. How Universities Power Europe's Border Regime. Amsterdam: TNI.

Albanese, Francesca. 2025. From Economy of Occupation to Economy of Genocide. United Nations.

Corgnier, Giulia, Michele Lancione, Patrícia Nunes Gomes, and Devra Waldman. 2025. "Frontex and the University: 
Positivist Dissonance and the Institutionalisation of Border Violence through Research." Antipode.

Roy, Ananya, et al. 2025. Beyond Sanctuary: The Humanism of a World in Motion. Duke University Press.

Stierl, Maurice. 2018. "A Fleet of Mediterranean Border Humanitarians." Antipode 50 (3): 704-724.



Lecture 10 - Migrant-related carcerality: from CPRs to the 
urban space
24th November 2026

Guest lecture by Giulia Corgnier

This lecture examines carcerality as it relates to undocumented people in Italy. First, it analyses the legal and material 
carceral spaces of Pre-removal Detention Centers (CPRs). Second, it explores the carceral continuums that extend 
beyond conventionally conceived sites of confinement, producing continuities across prisons, immigration detention 
facilities, and urban space. Drawing on critical perspectives from carceral geographies and border studies, the seminar 
invites students to consider how carceral logics are embedded within urban spaces and how they shape the production 
of specific spaces and subjectivities.

Preparatory reading to be read in advance of the lecture:

Bloch, S., 2024. 'A Legal Geography of Prison and Other Carceral Spaces'. Antipode 56(4), 1152–1171.

Campesi, G., Fabini, G., 2020. 'Immigration Detention as Social Defence: Policing "Dangerous Mobility" in Italy'. 
Theoretical Criminology 24, 50–70.



Lecture 11 - Ordinary Cities, Ordinary Women: Geographies 
of Caste and Gender
1st December 2026

Guest lecture by Saanchi Saxena     

This lecture examines what it means to see the city through the eyes of women. We will discuss how caste as a system of 
racialised hierarchy intersects with gender to produce urban space in South Asia. Through historical and current 
examples, we explore how these intersections shape urban relations such as housing, labour, spatial transformations, 
political movements, and everyday experiences. This helps us understand how different power structures operate 
spatially across cities worldwide.     

Preparatory reading to be read in advance of the lecture:

Saxena, Saanchi. 2024. 'Gender, Caste, and Street Vending in India: Towards an Intersectional Geography'. Area 56 
(3).



Lecture 12 - Conclusion: Gender and Race in the Italian Home
8th December 2026

In this final lecture, students will be invited to reflect on notions of homing, housing and belonging in Italy, starting from 
the Black, queer and feminist perspectives explored in the module. On the basis of the preparatory reading listed below, 
they will be asked to reflect on their own experience of homing in the country, and to discuss how the geographical 
literatures discussed in previous lectures can allow for a critical reading of the Italian home.

Preparatory reading to be read in advance of the lecture:

Lancione, Michele. 2023. For a Liberatory Politics of Home. Duke University Press Books. [Chapter 3, Italian 
Ritornellos].



Examination
Attendance is strongly recommended as the final examination is largely based on 
the content, discussions, and activities conducted during the lessons.

Attending students:

Preparation of an essay based on a topic of choice selected by the student, on 
the basis of the lecture content and assigned readings (50% of final grade), of 
max 4,000 words. The essay must demonstrate critical analysis and synthesis 
capabilities of the chosen area of interest.
Oral examination based on slides, provided readings, and content from 
international guest seminars (50% of final grade). The oral exam will focus on 
two questions: discussing the essay, and the presentation of a second topic of 
choice from the student.

Non-attending students:

Learning assessment involves the writing of an essay (as described for attending 
students), and an oral examination based on readings provided in the course 
bibliography, lecture slides, and the additional text: 

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2022. Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation. 
Edited by Brenna Bhandar and Alberto Toscano. London: Verso.



Course Bibliography

No textbook, but a selection of academic articles discussed in lectures and seminars. Access to the texts will be provided through a shared folder on the 
first day of class. The main ones are:

Ahmed, S. 2006. Queer Phenomenology: Orientations, Objects, 
Others. Duke University Press. [Introduction]
Blair, Cynthia M. 2010. I've Got to Make My Livin': Black Women's Sex 
Work in Turn-of-the-Century Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press.
Cavallero, Lucí, and Verónica Gago. 2021. A Feminist Reading of Debt. 
Translated by Liz Mason-Deese. London: Pluto Press. [Introduction]
Chambers, Iain, and Marta Cariello. 2025. The Mediterranean 
Question. 1st edn. Punctum Books. [Introduction]
Danewid, Ida. 2024. Resisting Racial Capitalism: An Antipolitical 
Theory of Refusal. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
[Introduction]
Davis, Angela Y. 1994. "Report from Harlem." In The Meaning of 
Freedom, 17-27. San Francisco: City Lights Books.
Elwood, Sarah. 2020. "Digital geographies, feminist relationality, Black 
and queer code studies: Thriving otherwise." Progress in Human 
Geography 45 (4): 1-20.

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2022. "Race and Globalization." In Abolition 
Geography: Essays Towards Liberation, edited by Brenna Bhandar 
and Alberto Toscano. London: Verso.
Hawthorne, Camilla. 2019. "Black Matters Are Spatial Matters: Black 
Geographies for the Twenty‐first Century." Geography Compass 13, 
no. 11.
Kinkaid, Eden, et al. (Queering Feminist Geography Collective). 2025. 
"Queering feminist geography I: queer/trans inclusion, exclusion, and 
belonging." Gender, Place & Culture 32 (8): 1290-1301.
Lancione, Michele. 2023. For a Liberatory Politics of Home. Durham, 
NC: Duke University Press. [Chapter 3, Italian Ritornellos]
Matthews, Peter, Christopher Poyner, and Richard Kjellgren. 2019. 
"Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Experiences of 
Homelessness and Identity: Insecurity and Home(o)Normativity." 
International Journal of Housing Policy 19 (2): 232–53.
McKittrick, Katherine. 2006. Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the 
Cartographies of Struggle. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press. [Introduction]



Course Bibliography (continued)

Morpurgo, Daniela. 2025. "The impossibility of home: 
conceptualizing home a-making through the lens of sex work in 
Italy." Environment and Planning D: Society and Space (online 
first).
Nash, Jennifer C. 2019. Black Feminism Reimagined: After 
Intersectionality. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 
[Introduction]
Nelson, Lise, and Joni Seager. 2005. A Companion to Feminist 
Geography. Oxford: Blackwell. [Introduction]
Oswin, Natalie. 2010. "The Modern Model Family at Home in 
Singapore: A Queer Geography." Transactions of the Institute of 
British Geographers 35 (2): 256–68.
Peake, Linda. 2016. "The Twenty-First-Century Quest for 
Feminism and the Global Urban." International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research 40 (1): 219-227.
Peano, Irene. 2021. "Specters of Eurafrica in an Italian 
Agroindustrial Enclave." E-Flux: https://www.e-
flux.com/architecture/coloniality-infrastructure/411213/specters-
of-eurafrica-in-an-italian-agroindustrial-enclave

Porter, Libby. 2022. "Racial Violence Is Woven into the Fabric of 
Our Cities." International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research, Spotlight on Racial Capitalism.
Roy, Ananya. 2019. "Racial Banishment." In Keywords in Radical 
Geography: Antipode at 50, 227-230. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.
Saxena, Saanchi. 2024. "Gender, Caste, and Street Vending in 
India: Towards an Intersectional Geography." Area 56 (3).
Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2016. "The Uninhabitable? In between 
Collapsed Yet Still Rigid Distinctions." Cultural Politics 12(2): 135-
154.
Summers, Brandi Thompson, and Desiree Fields. 2022. 
"Speculative Urban Worldmaking: Meeting Financial Violence 
with a Politics of Collective Care." Antipode 54, no. 4: 1-20.
Thieme, Tatiana A. 2025. "The Significance of Sketching: 
Drawing a Streetscape in a Nairobi Neighbourhood." Area 57 (1): 
e12922.
Zaragocin, Sofia, and Martina Angela Caretta. 2021. "Cuerpo-
territorio: A Decolonial Feminist Geographical Method for the 
Study of Embodiment." Annals of the American Association of 
Geographers 111 (5): 1503-1518.



Contact & Resources

Get in Touch

Prof. Michele Lancione (he/they)

michele.lancione@unito.it

Office hours

Wednesdays, 11:30-12noon. Previous appointment. 
Schedule a meeting here: 
https://radicalcloud.de/apps/appointments/pub/z3wG
01MwEA14Dlc4/form

Course Materials

All readings and course materials are stored here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YH9Xpl2xWy8
pjUX7RV0O1muewxCIvMZH?usp=sharing

Access to the folder will be given to students on the first 
day of class.

Students are encouraged to read at least one article per 
lesson in advance to facilitate meaningful seminar 
discussions.

mailto:michele.lancione@unito.it
https://radicalcloud.de/apps/appointments/pub/z3wG01MwEA14Dlc4/form
https://radicalcloud.de/apps/appointments/pub/z3wG01MwEA14Dlc4/form
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YH9Xpl2xWy8pjUX7RV0O1muewxCIvMZH?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YH9Xpl2xWy8pjUX7RV0O1muewxCIvMZH?usp=sharing

