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Objective

The course offers an introduction to critical geographical thinking, with particular reference to
how it developed in the past decades in Anglophone Geography. The aim is to provide a concise,
yet rich, introduction to a number of key concerns related to the critical understanding of space,
place, scale and related processes. Key notions and approaches derived from political economy,
relational spatial thinking, critical gender and race studies, decoloniality and political ecology will
be presented and discussed. The course mixes frontal lectures with moments of in-depth reading
of academic texts, as well as discussion of contemporary societal issues at the global scale. The
final part of the module provides a number of illustrations on how geographers are working with
critical theories of space to address key societal challenges of our times, including uneven
development, housing justice, State power and the role of academic knowledge production in
reproducing unjust spaces.

Learning outcomes

Knowledge and understanding. The students will acquire understanding of the main aspects of
contemporary critical geographical thinking, its evolution and main debates. They will also acquire
specific knowledge on debates related to urban inequalities, gender and racial injustice, critical
relational thinking the use of qualitative methods in human geography.

Ability to apply knowledge and understanding. At the end of this course the student will be able to:
analyse contemporary social and spatial phenomena intersecting multiple critical perspectives;
they will be able to move within the international academic literature in the broader field of
critical Human and Urban Geography; and they will acquire the basic skills set to write essays
analysing contemporary social and spatial issue critically.

Autonomy of judgement. Students will learn how to question mainstream narratives related to key
issues of our times including, but not limited to, uneven spatial development, entranced gendered
and racialised violence, and the role of the Academy in both questioning and reproducing injustice.
Communication skills. At the end of the course students will acquire the basic conceptual
grammar, in the English language, needed to investigate space and spatial processes critically.
Learning skills. Students will acquire the capacity to independently work with critical theories and
methods in Human Geography.

Teaching modality
The course lasts 54 hours (9 CFU), structured over 10 weeks, including frontal lectures and
seminars. Slides and readings are shared on the first day of the course.

The different sessions are characterised as follows:

e Core lectures (From 215t Sept. 2026, on Mondays, 13:30-16:30, three-hour long each): To
provide foundational understandings around critical theory and practice of geographical



thinking

e Seminars (From 22" Sept. 2026, on Tuesdays, 10:30-12:30, two-hour long each): Guided
reading sessions, to offer the opportunity of engaging with key geographical writings and
documentary taken from international scholarship. Seminars will be based on the provided key
readings, and an additional reading list will be provided to students who are willing to expand
on the subjects

Examination modality

Attendees

You are expected to read all key readings, suggested for each lecture, which will be discussed

during the live seminars. Alongside what is presented during the lectures, the readings will serve

the basis for the two components of your examination:

e A 1.500-2000 words written essay, which will count for the 30% of the final grade, to be
focused on one of the themes explored in the course. The workshops will provide students
with ideas on what to focus and on how to structure their essay

e An oral examination, which will count for 70% of the final grade, to be focused on the themes
and literatures explored in the course

Non-attendees

You are expected to read all key readings, suggested for each lecture and to integrate those with
the following text:

e Nayak, Anoop, and Alex Jeffrey. 2025. Geographical Thought. A Critical Introduction to Ideas in
Geography. Routledge.

Your examination will be focused on two components:

e A 1.500-2000 words written essay, which will count for the 30% of the final grade, to be
focused on one of the themes explored in the course, on the basis of the readings suggested

® An oral examination, which will count for 70% of the final grade, to be focused on the themes
and literatures explored in the course, as well as on the suggested book



Program and reading lists

Note: the readings indicated with an asterisk (*) are the obligatory ones you have to read in
advance of each seminar.

WEEK I) For a critical geography of space
e [ecture: Introduction to the course; The colonial substratum of geographical knowledge; The
birth of critical geography: on the capitalist production of space and Marxist approaches to
space (Prof. Lancione)
e Seminar: Reading on capitalism and the production of space (Prof. Lancione)
Key readings:
Harvey, D. (2001). Globalization and the “Spatial Fix". Geographische Revue, (2).
Harvey, D. (2006) ‘Neo-Liberalism as Creative Destruction’. Geographiska Annaler 88 B (2):
145-58. (*)
Massey, D. (1993). ‘Power Geometry and a Progressive Sense of Place’. In Mapping the
Futures: Local Cultures, Global Change, edited by J Bird, B Curtis, T Putnam, G Robertson, and L
Tickner. London: Routledge. (*)

Nayak, Anoop, and Alex Jeffrey. 2025. Geographical Thought. A Critical Introduction to
Ideas in Geography. Routledge. (Chapter 1, Geographies of Empire, page 11-43)

Peck, J., and A. Tickell. (2002) ‘Neoliberalizing Space’. Antipode 34 (3): 380-404.

WEEK II) Thinking space relationally
e |ecture: Postmodern and post-structuralist geographies; Relational geographies; Power and
biopower; Performativity; Weak theory (Prof. Lancione)

® Seminar: Reading of place, bodies and power (Prof. Lancione)
Key readings:
Amin, A. (2015). Animated space. Public Culture, 27(2), 239-258.
Anderson, B. (2009). Affective Atmospheres. Emotion, Society and Space, 2(2), 71-81. (*)
McFarlane, Colin, and B Anderson. 2011. ‘Thinking with Assemblage’. Area 43 (2): 162-64.
Gibson-Graham, J. K. 2014. ‘Rethinking the Economy with Thick Description and Weak
Theory’. Current Anthropology 55 (9): 147-53.
Lancione, M. (Ed.). (2016). Rethinking life at the margins: The assemblage of contexts,
subjects and politics. Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group - ONLY the intro
Nash, C. (2000). Performativity in practice: Some recent work in cultural geography.
Progress in Human Geography, 24(4), 653-664. (*)



WEEK IlIl) The spatial grammars of race and gender
e |ecture: Approaching 'difference' critically; Black Geographies; Thinking dis/possession;
Feminist and queer spatial grammars (Prof. Lancione)

® Seminar: Readings on feminist geographies and race (Dr Saxena)

Key readings:

Amoore, L. (2020). Merely feminist: Politics, partiality, gender, and geography. Progress in
Human Geography, 0309132520911570.

Derickson, K. D. (2017). Urban geography Il: Urban geography in the Age of Ferguson.
Progress in Human Geography, 41(2), 230-244.

Hawthorne, C. (2019). Black matters are spatial matters: Black geographies for the twenty-
first century. Geography Compass, 13(11).

Kern, L. (2020). Feminists City. Verso: London and New York - ONLY the intro (*)

McKittrick, K., 2011. On plantations, prisons, and a black sense of place. Social & Cultural
Geography 12, 947-963. (*)

Summers, B. T. (2021). Reclaiming the chocolate city: Soundscapes of gentrification and res-
istance in Washington, DC. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 39(1), 30-46.

WEEK IV) Decolonising Human Geography

e Lecture: This lecture gives an overview of current debates on “decolonization” of urban
geographical knowledge. This lecture will introduce the origins of decolonial thinking, why it
matters, and decolonial thinking changes the way we think about urban life. (Dr Zahan)

® Seminar: Readings on decolonial approaches and the academy (Dr Zahan)

Key readings:

Bhambra, Gurminder K (2021) Decolonizing critical theory?: epistemological justice,
progress,reparations. Critical Times, 4 (1). pp. 73-89. (*)

Daigle, M. and Ramirez, M.M. (2019). Decolonial Geographies. In Keywords in Radical
Geography: Antipode at 50 (eds Antipode Editorial Collective, T. Jazeel, A. Kent, K. McKittrick, N.
Theodore, S. Chari, P. Chatterton, V. Gidwani, N. Heynen, W. Larner, J. Peck, J. Pickerill, M. Werner
and M.W. Wright)

Quijano, A. (2000). Coloniality of power and Eurocentrism in Latin America. International
sociology, 15(2), 215-232. (*)

Radcliffe, S. A. (2017). Decolonising geographical knowledges. Transactions of the Institute
of British Geographers, 42(3), 329-333.

Smith, L. T. (1999). Introduction: Decolonizing methodologies: Research and indigenous
peoples. Zed Books.

WEEK V) Uneven development
e [ecture: Understanding inequalities; Segregation, social justice, critique of marginality,



approach banishment, racial capitalism (Prof. Lancione)

® Seminar: Readings on marginality (Dr Saxena)

Key readings:
Caldeira, T. (2009). Marginality, Again?!. International Journal of Urban and Regional
Research, 33(3), 848-853.

Melamed, J. (2015). Racial Capitalism. Critical Ethnic Studies, 1(1), 76-85. (*)

Roy, A. (2019). Racial Banishment. In Keywords in Radical Geography: Antipode at 50th.
Wiley-Blackwell : London (*)

Thieme, T. (2013). The “hustle” amongst youth entrepreneurs in Mathare’s informal waste
economy. Journal of Eastern African Studies, 7(3), 389-412.

Wacquant, L. (1999). Urban Marginality in the Coming Millennium. Urban Studies, 36(10),
1639-1647.

WEEK VI) Elements of geographical thinking: Geography, Political Ecology and Environmental
Conflicts

e [ecture: Where is “nature” located?; Cities as socio-natural formations; Environmental justice
and unequal exposure; Green gentrification; Wilderness/Frontier (Dr Giudici)

® Seminar: Readings on environmental conflicts in the North American city (Dr Giudici)

Key readings:

Checker, M. (2011). Wiped out by the “greenwave”: Environmental gentrification and the
paradoxical politics of urban sustainability. City & society, 23(2), 210-229. (*)

Dillon, L. (2014). Race, waste, and space: Brownfield redevelopment and environmental
justice at the Hunters Point Shipyard. Antipode, 46(5), 1205-1221.

Giudici, D. (2026). Wasteland Activism. Political Weeds and Ecological Imaginaries in
Montreal. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-
2427.70070

Safransky, S. (2014). Greening the urban frontier: Race, property, and resettlement in De-
troit. Geoforum, 56, 237-248. (*)

WEEK VII) Elements of geographical thinking: Housing and the struggle for inhabitation
e [ecture: What is housing?; Eviction; Dis/possession; The 2008 'crisis'; COVID-19 and housing
(Prof. Lancione)

e Seminar: Reading on geographies of housing and its struggles (Prof. Lancione)

Key readings:

Baker, A. (2020). From eviction to evicting: Rethinking the technologies, lives and power
sustaining displacement. Progress in Human Geography, 030913252091079.

Banerjee, P. (2022). Making-Home From Below: Domesticating Footpath and Resisting

“Homelessness” in Mumbai. Antipode, 55.
Garcia-Lamarca, M. (2017). Creating political subjects: Collective knowledge and action to

enact housing rights in Spain. Community Development Journal, 52(3), 421-435.



Fields, D. (2015). Contesting the Financialization of Urban Space: Community Organizations
and the Struggle to Preserve Affordable Rental Housing in New York City. Journal of Urban Affairs,
37(2), 144-165.

Lancione, M. (2020). Radical housing: On the politics of dwelling as difference. International
Journal of Housing Policy, 273-289, 20(2), 1-17. (*)

McElroy, E., & Werth, A. (2019). Deracinated Dispossessions: On the Foreclosures of
“Gentrification” in Oakland, CA. Antipode, 51(3), 878-898. (*)

WEEK VIII) Elements of geographical thinking: A critical approach to space and migration?

e [ecture: Thinking critically about migration, borders and cities - key concepts and disciplinary
intersections; the repression/humanitarian/solidarity nexus; a critical approach to migrants’
resistance; the ethics of doing research on migration (Dr Guarino)

e Seminar: Thinking migration in the aftermath of the 2015 so-called ‘refugee crisis’ from within
European borders (Dr Guarino)

Key readings:
e Dadusc, D., & Mudu, P. (2022). Care without Control: The Humanitarian Industrial Complex and
the Criminalisation of Solidarity. Geopolitics, 27(4), 1205-1230.

https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2020.1749839

e Danewid, I. (2017). White innocence in the Black Mediterranean: hospitality and the erasure of
history. Third World Quarterly, 38(7), 1674-1689. ht-
tps://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1331123

e Lafazani, O., 2021. The Significance of the Insignificant: Borders, Urban Space, Everyday Life.
Antipode 53, 1143-1160.

e Maribel Casas-Cortes, Sebastian Cobarrubias, Nicholas De Genova, Glenda Garelli, Giorgio
Grappi, Charles Heller, Sabine Hess, Bernd Kasparek, Sandro Mezzadra, Brett Neilson, Irene
Peano, Lorenzo Pezzani, John Pickles, Federico Rahola, Lisa Riedner, Stephan Scheel & Martina
Tazzioli (2015) New Keywords: Migration and Borders, Cultural Studies, 29:1, 55-87, DOI:
10.1080/09502386.2014.891630 (*)

e Picozza, F. (2021). The Coloniality of Asylum: Mobility, Autonomy and Solidarity in the Wake of
Europe’s Refugee Crisis. Rowman & Littlefield. (Only chapter 7) (*)

WEEK IX) Elements of geographical thinking: Rioting, protesting, organising
e [ecture: What is a 'riot'?; Urban activism; Resistance and utopic geographical thinking; 'Race
riots in the US city'; 'Housing unrest in the EU city' (Prof. Lancione)

e Seminar: Reading on geographies of struggle (Prof Lancione)

Key readings:
Amin, A. (2003). Unruly Strangers? The 2001 Urban Riots in Britain. International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research, 27(2), 460-463.


https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1331123
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1331123
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1331123

Hartman, S. (2018). ‘The Anarchy of Colored Girls Assembled in a Riotous Manner’. South
Atlantic Quarterly 117 (3): 465-90. (*)

hooks, b., (2015). A Call For Militant Resistance. In Yearning: Race, Gender, and Cultural
Politics. Routledge, New York, NY. pp. 278-287.

Lancione, M. (2018). The politics of embodied urban precarity: Roma people and the fight
for housing in Bucharest, Romania. Geoforum, 101, 182-191.

Quizar, J., (2024. A Logic of Care and Black Grassroots Claims to Home in Detroit. Antipode
56, 801-820. (*)

WEEK X) What a geographer can do: the politics of geographical research

e [ecture: Encounters and representations; Participation, engagement, research-activism?; The
undercommons. (Prof. Lancione)

e Seminar: Discussing the methodological implications of engaged/emplaced research (Dr
Guarino)

Key readings:

Maharawal, M. M., & McElroy, E. (2018). The Anti-Eviction Mapping Project: Counter
Mapping and Oral History toward Bay Area Housing Justice. Annals of the American Association of
Geographers, 108(2), 380-389. (*)

Moten, F., & Harney, S. (2004). The University and the Undercommons. Social Text, 22(2),
101-115.

Roy, A. (2020). ‘The shadow of her wings’: Respectability politics and the self-narration of
geography. Dialogues in Human Geography, 10(1), 19-22. (*)

WEEK XI) Preparing for the exam
e |ecture: How to write an academic essay; recap of salient topics and debates from the entire
course; how to approach the study for the exam (Prof. Lancione)

e Seminar: Planning for final essay (Prof. Lancione)

Recommended readings

The readings for each lecture, which are going to compose the basis for the exam, are listed above.

Additional readings can be provided on each topic. The papers can be accessed in the course's

folder (shared with students during the first lecture). Additionally, for students who'd like to have

a manual of reference (mandatory for non-attendees) they can refer to:

e Nayak, Anoop, and Alex Jeffrey. 2025. Geographical Thought. A Critical Introduction to Ideas in
Geography. Routledge.



Office hours
Wednesdays, 11:30-12noon. Previous appointment.

Book a meeting at: https://radicalcloud.de/apps/appointments/pub/z3wG01MwEA14DIc4/form

Calendar and classrooms
The full schedule, as well as the location of the classrooms, can be found on this page:

https://www.geografia.unito.it/do/home.pl/View?doc=orario.html

[END]
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